NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR FAMILY-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS:
AN IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE BY THE NATIONAL PTA.
This guide walks through six standards to build successful family-school-community partnerships.
A review of each standard and its relevance, tips to support implementation and success stories are
included for each standard.

This guide walks through six standards to build successful family-school-community partnerships. A review
of each standard and its relevance, tips to support implementation and success stories are included for each
standard. The guide’s intended audience includes: parents, schools, PTA leaders, community based organizations and others. The six standards include:
Standard 1: Welcoming all families into the school community
Reviews the importance of families feeling welcomed and valued within their school community.
This includes families feeling connected to what their students are learning.
Standard 2: Communicating effectively
The importance of two-way communication between families and schools about their child’s education.
Standard 3: Supporting student success
Recognition of the significance of ways families and schools can collaborate to encourage learning and
overall development both at home and in school.
Standard 4: Speaking up for every child
Ensuring that all families can advocate for the needs of their child, as well as the needs of others.
This standard reviews the importance of family empowerment, in addition to equity and access to
opportunities for all students.
Standard 5: Sharing power
Evaluating the partnership roles families and school staff play to guide decisions that impact the child.
Standard 6: Collaborating with community
Expanding into the community to bring expanded learning opportunities to students and families.
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Thanks to generous support from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, Our Neighborhood, is a compilation of stories and research from the family engagement field. It is intended to be a living repository and guide for STEM Learning Ecosystems and other communities interested in cultivating strong community
partnerships to prepare the next generation.
This annotated bibliography was compiled by TIES for Our Neighborhood.

